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CONFIDENTIAL MOSCOW 14203 

FOR EUR/SOV-KOVNER 

USDOC FOR BEWT/BOWDEN 

E.O. 11652 GDS 

TAGS: CVIS, BEXP, UR 

SUBJ: SOVIET COMMERCIAL VISAS 

REF: A) MOSCOW 13870 B) MOSCOW 13304, AUGUST 31 

1. IN MAKING ARRANGEMENTS FOR VISIT OF STATE OF IOWA 
IOGA TRADE MISSION, COMMERCIAL OFFICE HAS ENCOUNTERED 

UNETHU SIASTIC RESPONSE FROM KEY SOVIET ORGANIZATION SOYUZSEL'KHOZ- 
TEKHNIKA. DISCUSSIONS WITH THAT ORGANIZATION HAVE CALLED ATTENTION 
TO THE FACT THAT A FIVE-MAN DELEGATION OF SOYUZSELKHOZTEKHNIKA 
OFFICIALS WAS SCHEDULED DEPART FOR U.S. SEPTEMBER 13 (VISA 
APPLICATION REF B) TO VISIT SEVERAL EQUIPMENT MANUFACTURERS. 

VISAS HAVE NOT YET BEEN ISSUED AND COMMERCIAL OFFICE HAS RECEIVED 
SEVERAL CALLS FRO SOYUZSEL KHOZTEKHNIKA QUESTIONING WHEN GROUP 
WILL BE ABLE DEPART FOR U.S. 

2. COMMENT: THIS CASE CALLS ATTENTION TO FACT THAT IN ITS 
TRADE PROMOTION WORK AND IN ITS SUPPORT OF U.S. GOVERNMENT 
SPONSORED ACTIVITIES SUCH AS IOWA IOGA TRADE MISSION, EMBASSY 
DEPENDS UPON GOOD WILL OF SOVIET ORGANIZATIONS SUCH AS SOYUZ- 
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SEL'KHOZTEKHNIKA. FAILURE TO APPROVE VISAS FOR 
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SOYUZSEL'KHOZTEKHNIKA GROUP COMES AT BAD TIME FOR 
OUR EFFORTS ARRANGE SATISFACTORY PROGRAM FOR 
IOWA TRADE MISSION. AS GENERAL RULE, WE ANTICIPATE THAT 
LESS RECEPTIVE U.S. POLICY ON PROCESSING SOVIET COMMERCIAL 
VISA APPLICATIONS WILL, AMONG CONSEQUENCES NOTED REF A, 

COMPLICATE EMBASSY'S EFFORTS ASSIST U.S. COMPANIES IN THEIR 
OPERATIONS IN USSR. 

DUBS 
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